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a letter from
the executive director
I know I am not alone in saying that 2021 has

been a year of confusion, frustration….and hope. 

Some days I felt like we experienced all three of these

emotions at the same time! 

There were times when we did not know what the

pandemic would bring next. We were confused on

what would be the best way to move forward.

Frustration was present when we realized that we

would not be able to plan our in-person events for

Sexual Assault Awareness Month (April) for the

second year in a row. We continued to try to support

our community school partners while knowing that we

could not be in the schools, educating our students.

We were frustrated that we missed over a year of

being able to work with all the awesome students in

our communities. We were frustrated that survivors

were experiencing additional barriers due to COVID. 

And we were frustrated and disappointed, when we

saw a drastic cut in our funding. For all victim service

programs, the cuts were coming at a time when our

services were being needed the most. 

In 2020, we saw a 232% increase in hotline calls from

2019, and this increase stayed consistent in 2021. 

In 2020, we completed 790 counseling sessions which

is a 32% increase. We have continued to see these

same numbers throughout 2021 and expect for them

to continue into 2022. 
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COMPASS Community Engagement

Coordinator Kristi has been working with the

non-profit TomTod and meeting with a group of

students at Oakwood Middle school. 

TomTod is a youth development nonprofit

based in Canton, Ohio that listens to, honors,

and advocates for middle schoolers.

Kristi and COMPASS are helping TomTod put

together an event where the students will

invite other middle school students to share

their experiences with sexual violence be that

harassment, assault, or just unrealistic body

standards and feeling sexualized at a young

age. The middle schoolers are invited to share

their experiences through written stories,

speeches, artwork, poems or any other medium

they are comfortable. The event will occur in

March 2022 and the audience will be an invite

only group of school administration, school

board representatives, student family

members, community leaders, 

and community agencies. 

COMPASS back on campus, fundraising with partners

(LEFT) COMPASS is happy to be back on campus 
at Kent State University Tuscarawas and Malone 
University for spring semester.  If you are a student 
on campus, keep a look out for the questions of the week! (RIGHT) Thanks to Mainstream Boutique of North
Canton for hosting a wonderful fashion fundraiser and awareness event this past year.

The students will also use the event as a way

for survivors to connect to resources in the

community and to fundraise and collect

donations. 

Kristi has also been scheduling both COMPASS
101 and Human Trafficking 101 presentations

throughout Tuscarawas, Stark and Carroll

counties. If you would like Kristi to present to a

group or organization that you are involved

with, please call 330.452.1111 or

330.339.1427.

Community outreach initiatives for COMPASS

tel:330.452.1111
tel:330.339.1427


The in-person display is at The Ken Weber

Community Campus and the digital version is

available to view on 

COMPASS' Facebook page 

@CompassSupport. 

Please leave feedback 

about the project. Scan 

this QR code to complete 

the survey. 

(Top, L to R) Contributions from(Top, L to R) Contributions from
community members to thecommunity members to the

Photovoice exhibit. (Left) ThePhotovoice exhibit. (Left) The
exhibit opened to the public atexhibit opened to the public at

the Community Campus.the Community Campus.  

Photovoice exhibit features images of DEI
With Rape Prevention and Education (RPE)

grant funds awarded through the Ohio

Department of Health, COMPASS has worked

with  community partners to host a Photovoice

project in Stark County. 

Photovoice is an artistic tool used to amplify a

community’s voice regarding a particular

subject, cause, or issue through photographic

images with captions written by the

photographers, similar to a ‘social 

justice art gallery.'

COMPASS asked community 

members to submit photos, each 

with a caption, that related to their 

personal experience with, or 

perception of, diversity, equity,

and inclusion in Stark County. 

Photos that were submitted are 

available for the community 

to view at The Ken Weber Community 

Campus at Goodwill, 408 Ninth St. SW 

in Canton. 

"It is our hope that these photos 

help to create honest 

conversations about diversity, 

equity, and inclusion," 

commented COMPASS Executive 

Director Molly MacMath. 

Special thanks to COMPASS volunteers Pat Yarnell, Linda Novacich

(pictured here) and Leia Peison who have been working at First Fridays in

Canton. First Friday is a collaborative effort between the Canton  Special

Improvement District and ArtsinStark. The event highlights local

businesses and artists in a family-friendly atmosphere.

COMPASS volunteers distribute information about the agency, make a

craft with attendees  and send out positive messages. Pat, Linda, and Leia

have done a great job! 

Volunteer
shout out
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But we have hope. We are hopeful that this

school year, our prevention team will

continue to make their rounds to all of our

community schools and provide in-person

prevention education. We are hopeful our

college campus advocates will be able to

plan more activities for the Spring

semester. We are hopeful that survivors will

be able to continue to access our services,

either in-person or virtually depending on

their comfort. Lastly, we are hopeful that as

2022 continues and we begin our 25th

Anniversary Celebration, we will be able to

see all of you throughout the year at our

celebration events. 

Thank you for your continued support!

Molly MacMath (she, her), Executive

Director
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We believe every person has the power to

contribute towards a community that is safer for

all of us - to be an active bystander. Each day, we

are all faced with fleeting moments in time in

which a choice can be made – a choice to make a

Red Dot or to make a Green Dot. 

Through bystander intervention training, the

Green Dot program engages witnesses to

interrupt situations that are imminently or

potentially high-risk for violence, increases self-

efficacy, and provides skill-building and specific

strategies to increase the likelihood that trained

individuals will intervene. Let’s begin working

towards a safer Tuscarawas County, one Green

Dot at a time!

This project was supported by the

Cooperative Agreement Number CE19-1902

from the Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention. Its contents are solely the

responsibility of the authors and do not

necessarily represent the official views of the

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

CONVERSATIONS

Have conversations about ending power-

based personal violence with your friends,

family, coworkers often. Having more

discussions can lead to more helpers. 

CHECK IN WITH OTHERS

Check in with friends and family if you are

concerned about their safety and connect

them with help. Making sure to check in

can help with changes. 

ONLINE/IN-PERSON PRESENCE

Share Green Dot information on your

social media pages and/or display our

window cling in your office/business. 

GREEN DOT: Promoting, ensuring safety for all 


