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Use your ‘voice’ during April Sexual
Assault Awareness month
April is Sexual assault awareness month and for us at
COMPASS, we want to use this month to ignite
conversation, bring about education and acknowledge
everyone’s voice. Starting conversations and providing
education around sexual violence and its root causes
are key in creating a culture where consent, respect and
boundaries are what is known as the cultural norm!
For the entire month of April we will use our voice at
COMPASS on our social media pages, website, at
presentations we facilitate, schools that we are in and
events we host to do our part in creating a community
that everyone feels safe in and can live a life free from
sexual violence.
Our challenge to our community members is…. What is
your voice? How will you use your voice to be an ally in
ending sexual violence? 

Learn more about COMPASS efforts during Sexual Assault
Awareness month by logging onto CompassRapeCrisis.org
or following COMPASS on Facebook or Instagram.
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SAVE THE DATE!

APRIL 12 Malone University / April 29 Tuscora Park

You don’t need to be faster than a speeding bullet,
more powerful than a locomotive, or able to leap
tall buildings in a single bound to help end sexual
violence in our communities. Join us for this year’s
HEROES: IT’S TIME TO WALK THE TALK. This is a
fun, superhero-themed awareness walk that is fun
for the whole family. Wear your favorite superhero
costume if you would like! This is an opportunity to
show those impacted by sexual violence that our
community will stand in support of them and
believe them. YOUR VOICE HAS POWER, let’s use
it to promote sexual violence prevention. 
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Build healthy
family relationships
April is Sexual assault awareness month and for us
at COMPASS, we want to use this month.
Oftentimes when discussing healthy versus
unhealthy relationships the focus in on dating or
romantic relationships. However, healthy
relationships extend into any type of relationships
including family relationships. Healthy family
relationships should allow each family member to
be happy, safe and respected. Here are a few tips to
create healthy family relationships:
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Show
support,
wear
your
denim

Quality time
Try to spend quality time together as a family, such
as family movie nights or regular family dinners.
Respect each other
Show respect
for any family member’s feelings, by
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listening to what each family member has to say
about a situation. Also, regular family discussions or
family meetings could be integrated in a regular
basis to discuss important household topics in a safe
space.
Show love
Show regular affection, which could be physical or
verbal for example giving hugs or saying “I love
you.”
House rules
Set house rules that all family members should
follow, such as directly discussing issues within the
family in a calm manner.
Unplug
Disconnect from social media and technology on a
daily basis when spending time as a family together.


Face the Cookie
Materials: Cookies of your choice
Instructions: All players start with a cookie
placed on their forehead while sitting down
on a chair or the floor.
At the sound of a buzzer or “1, 2, 3 Go!” the
players must move the cookie from their
forehead to their mouth without using their
hands.
First player to eat their cookie, wins!

COMPASS is asking you to support Sexual Violence Awareness Month by
participating in “Denim Day” on April 25.
By wearing denim on this day, you will help overcome one of the biggest
obstacles facing sexual violence prevention educators - the reluctance of the
general population to talk about this issue. YOU can help change that!
Why a “Denim Day?”
Denim Day was started after a ruling by the Italian Supreme Court where a rape
conviction was overturned because the justices felt that since the victim was
wearing tight jeans she must have helped her rapist remove her
jeans. Therefore, it implied consent. The following day, the women in the
Italian Parliament came to work wearing jeans in solidarity with the victim.
Since then, wearing jeans on Denim Day has become an annual event
symbolizing the protest of negative attitudes about sexual violence. Will you join
us? 
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COMPASS
partners with
Aultman
College
COMPASS is honored to partner with Aultman College to establish an
on-site office at the campus.
Susan has been a volunteer for COMPASS for 10 years. She
lives in New Philadelphia with her husband, Paul, and three
grown children, Lindsey, Mitchell & Logan. Susan works for
Tolloti Pipe LLC as the office manager and has been with
them for 30+ years.
She graduated from New Philadelphia High School and
volunteers her time for other organizations, such as New
COMPASS is funded by United Way of Greater Stark County
Phila Youth Soccer Association and Country Side Chapel.
She loves camping, country music, and Hilton Head.

“We have been welcomed with open arms into the Aultman College
family and we are excited to provide services to their students,”
commented COMPASS Executive Director Molly McMath.
A memorandum of understanding was signed by both organizations
this winter and COMPASS staff have had the opportunity to train with
students and staff at the campus. COMPASS staff holds office hours
several days a week on campus. 

The most rewarding thing about being a volunteer for
COMPASS is helping individuals at such a low point in their
life.
Being able to support people at a very difficult time keeps
Susan motivated. Her advice for people who are thinking
about volunteering for any organization is to “step out of
your comfort zone and just do it!”

Posters made by Aultman College students hang in the hallways in
honor of Chalk the Walk.

Maddison is one of our Outreach Advocates. She has worked at COMPASS for
about a year and a half. Maddison has a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology and an
Associate Degree in Justice Studies. She is currently attending graduate school
at Malone University for Education. Eventually, she would like to be an
Intervention Specialist.
Maddison has one son, Brody, who is 6 years old. Brody is Maddison’s
inspiration in all that she does. Maddison has been dating her boyfriend, Aaron,
for almost 4 years. In her spare time that she is able to find, Maddison enjoys
reading and taking bubble baths.
Fun Facts
Maddison’s favorite word is “Literally” because it puts much more emphasis on
what she’s saying. Three things Maddison has on her bucket list to do before
she dies is to go skygiving, dance with Brody at his wedding, and go on a
missions trip. Maddison does not think a
burrito is a sandwich (it’s a wrap), folds her toilet
paper under, and if she’s at an event where the
wave breaks out, she’s not sure if she will sit or
stand to do the wave as it depends if she has
food in her hands. 
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upcoming events

COMPASS outreach & awareness

Superhero Walk
Thursday, April 12
at Malone University
Registration 6pm / Walk 6:30pm
Denim Day
April 25
Wear jeans to raise awareness
of rape and sexual assault
Frontline to Freedom IV
Presented by Children’s Network and
Stark County Juvenile Human Trafficking Task
Force
Friday, April 27
8:00am-4:00pm
At New Pointe Community Church
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Superhero Walk
Sunday, April 29
at Tuscora Park
Registration 12:30pm / Walk 1pm

New logo, same support
Have you noticed our new logo? The new logo is a
refresh to our look and reinforces our partnership with
Goodwill Industries of Greater Cleveland and East
Central Ohio. We are still the same organization you
have known for years, but hey, who doesn’t need a little
update?

COMPASS Outreach Advocate Maddison Ricketts provides a training session
at Aultman College. Have a group that would benefit from a COMPASS
training? Contact our offices today 330-339-2504.

