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From the 
COMPASS Director 

COMPASS is funded by United Way of Greater Stark County 

It is time to say good-bye to April and hello                      
to summer! April is always a busy, but                         
wonderful, time of year for COMPASS                            
because it is Sexual Assault Awareness                              
Month (SAAM).  We strive to reach as                                  
many people as we can during this                                      
month through our awareness and                                 
prevention activities.  This issue of our                             
newsletter is full of pictures from our SAAM 
events.  There were so many great moments that I 
can’t possibly include them all. However, I encourage 
you to visit our Facebook and Instagram pages where 
you can see many more pictures.  If you were able to 
join us at any of our events during April – thank you! I 
hope you will continue to Embrace Your Voice and 
advocate to end violence. 

Now we head into summer – warm weather, outdoor 
fun and long evenings.  While we take time to enjoy 
everything this season brings (maybe not the bugs), 
COMPASS staff will continue to advocate for those 
without a voice, promote healthy relationships, provide 
support to those working through trauma and be the 
voice of change.  As the National Task Force to End 
Sexual and Domestic Violence stated: “We don’t do this 
work because                                                                                   
it’s easy.  We                                                                                   
do it because                                                                                  
we 
must.”                                                                                                 
 Thank you for                                                                                              
your continued                                                                                 
support of our                                                                                      
mission and the                                                                                      
work we do each                                                                           
day.   

 

(Right) Tifanie Kukwa and 
Maddison Ricketts stand 
outside the Ohio statehouse 
during Advocacy Day on April 
19th. (Bottom) Advocates and 
survivors from across the 
state came together at the 
Ohio Statehouse to support 
policy change.  

 

Advocacy Day, held on April 
19, was a great opportunity 
for COMPASS to share stories 
and updates with state 
representatives.  COMPASS 
staff met with 
representatives: Ken Turscak, 
aid for Representative 
Michele Lepore-Hagan 
(District 58), Representative 
John M. Rodgers (District 60) 
and Kyle Moore, aid for 
Senator Jay Hottinger 
(District 31)..  

 

Advocacy Day brings message 
of hope to Ohio legislators 
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COMPASS on 
Campus 

 

COMPASS is funded by United Way of Greater Stark County 

There is never a busier month for a rape crisis center 
than April (Sexual Assault Awareness Month) and 
our Outreach Advocates have been going non-stop 
since the month started! COMPASS was fortunate 
enough to have a table set up for a week straight at 
each of our three college campuses (Aultman 
Nursing College, Kent State Tuscarawas, and 
Malone University). During this week we were 
interacting with the students while spreading 
awareness about sexual assault by covering myths 
and facts, consent, statistics, and impacts of sexual 
assault. Students were able to participate in a quiz 
about what they had learned throughout the week 
and win prizes for doing so. The Psychology Club at 
Kent State Tuscarawas also had a table set up for 
the week COMPASS was there and collected 
inspirational cards for survivors that were created by 
the students on campus. 

 

(Top left) Malone students signed 
a poster that was then displayed 
at our sexual assault awareness 
walk to show support for 
survivors. 
 
(Top right) Aultman students 
proved they understand consent 
by listing ways that someone 
could mean NO without actually 
saying the word no. 
 
(Left  middle) We were also able 
to do some bigger displays 
revolving around sexual assault 
awareness at Kent State 
Tuscarawas! The pinwheels were 
used to show the statistics 1 in 5 
women, 1 in 16 men, and 21% of 
TGQN students are sexually 
assaulted while in college. 
 
(Left bottom) The library window 
display we created allows 
students to see resources such as 
books and fact sheets on sexual 
assault as they are walking into 
the library. 
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COMPASS is funded by United Way of Greater Stark County 

Meet Tifanie, one of our counselors here at Compass! She has been 
married to her husband Jason for seven years and has three amazing 
boys: Mayson, Zayne, and Westyn. Tifanie graduated from Malone 
University with her Master’s in Education in Counseling.  

Some fun facts about Tifanie; she has a special talent of being able to 
pick out any song by Brett Eldredge within the first 3 words of the song. 
Her favorite superhero is She-hulk and if she could have any 
superpower she would love to be able to read people’s minds. She says, 
“That would make my job so much easier!” One of her most favorite 
places to visit was Disney and she would love to go to 
Ireland….someday!  

 
 

Staff and students at Aultman College participate 
in Denim Day in a show of support of victims of 
sexual violence.  

 

Here at COMPASS, we advocate at every level, including local, county, and state-
wide. We do this to ensure that survivors are being heard at all levels of government. 
We have made many accomplishments in the past few months that we are proud of.  

Locally, COMPASS held a successful Sexual Assault Awareness Month campaign. 
We promoted sexual assault awareness and prevention through in-person 
interactions, social media, and at community events throughout our multi-county 
service area.  At the state level, our staff participated in Advocacy Day (Columbus, 
OH) where they were able to speak to legislature about Erin’s Law and the Advocate 
Privilege Bill. We also provided written testimony for the committee hearing on the 
Advocate Privilege Bill. Within our agency, we were able to fill all of our open 
positions. We also were able to hire on-call advocates for the first time. We are now 
up to a staff of 17 people!  

The biggest and best achievement is when we watch our survivors grow and feel 
empowered. In the past few months, we have seen many monumental milestones 
for our survivors whether it was somebody finding housing or somebody finding 
their voice to speak publically about the importance of services for sexual assault 
survivors.  

 

Recent achievements 
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COMPASS is funded by United Way of Greater Stark County 

HEROES Walk hosted in Canton, New Phila 

donations  
 
Thanks to those who donated craft supplies and 
other goodies at our Superhero Walks at Malone 
University and Tuscora Park! We appreciate your 
continued support!! Items currently needed: 

 Oil Based Sharpies 

 Blank Notecards with Envelopes 

 Colored Pencils 

 Glue Gun 

 Canvases 

 Drawing Pads 

 Journals 

 Gas Cards 

 Snacks 

 Water Bottles/Pop 

 Door Locks 

 Small Sweatsuits 
 

Monetary donations are always accepted. 
 

 

Here is just a sample 
of the superheros 
that came out in full 
force to embrace 
their voices and 
empower survivors of 
sexual violence at 
the Heroes walk. 
Two walks were held 
this year, one at 
Malone University 
and another at 
Tuscora Park.  

 


